The evidence of these four experiments is not absolutely conclusive as to the extent to which the poison may operate by absorption, through a mucous membrane. They prove that absorption in the case of the conjunctiva, and the schneiderian membrane really does occur, whilst in the mouth absolutely no effect was produced. But the poison wus not taken from fresh or vigorous snakes, that is, they had been some time in confinement, and its action may have been impaired. Sufficient, however, is shewn to prove how dangerous the contact of the poison with the delicate mucous surface may realiy prove.
